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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. SEQ Institutional Arrangements Proposed

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
There is at last some movement in the State’s position on the water institutional arrangements in SEQ. For some time now the negotiations over the model proposed by the Queensland Water Commission have continued with little official word from the Government as to the likely final model. Although details are still sketchy (e.g. yesterday’s press release from the Deputy Premier), it appears that the State has largely adopted the originally proposed model; with some minor exceptions. Updates will be provided when information becomes available. These differences are listed below and details of the original model are available in previous e-Flashes and on the Commission’s website.

Key differences that are likely in the final model for institutional arrangements in SEQ:

1. There will be up to 10 LG owned retail entities that will initially mirror LG boundaries; 

2. There will be one LG owned distribution entity (as before) but it will not necessarily be a corporations law company; 

3. The deadline for the transfer of both retail and distribution management from local government to the new entities, has been extended from July 2009 to July 2010, ostensibly to “take account of other significant changes occurring at the same time”; 

4. There will be only one, not two statutory authorities managing water storage and treatment; 

5. Sewage Treatment Plants may stay with LG rather than being taken over by the Statutory water storage entity; 

6. The Government/QWC will develop a guideline/framework for all the new entities.   

Some of the difficulties still to be worked out include:

a. How water service providers in amalgamating Councils should integrate and transition into new arrangements which would again be changed within two years of the new Councils being formed; 

b. How current Councils can determine whether new amalgamated Councils will wish to be water retailers or not; 

c. How much flexibility will the new organisations have to run their business given the framework/guidelines to be developed by the QWC; 

Whatever the case it will be a very interesting time for the Water Industry, our members and their employees over the next several months (years?). Given the emphasis by the State to maintain jobs and employment we hope these changes will roll out with advantages to both water customers and water industry workers. There is still a long way to go.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. Queensland Plumbing and Wastewater Code
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Last Friday, Building Codes Queensland released a draft of the new Queensland Plumbing and Wastewater Code (QPWC) for public feedback. The draft code can be accessed on the DLGP website. The new Code replaces the existing QPW code and includes issues such as greywater reuse and sub metering. The new Code is a vast improvement on previous documents in terms of readability, clarity and structure, but there are some potentially contentious issues included that should receive scrutiny from interested Councils. Some issues to check out in the new code are:

1. Amended set-back distances for wastewater and grey water irrigation, 

2. Rules for water meters at new premises, 

3. The ability to irrigate untreated greywater above ground, 

4. the extension of greywater reuse provisions to all classes of buildings (i.e. not only class 1/1a), and 

5. A new framework for judging water quality for a range of end uses (i.e. different from the water recycling guidelines). 

The QWD will be providing an integrated response on the draft document and welcome comments, suggestions and information from members by Tuesday 11th September (to meet the Fri 14th deadline of the DLGPS&R).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3. System Leakage Management Plan Workshops

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

System Leakage Management Plan Workshops designed to assist Councils in completing their SLMP requirements have taken place at Atherton and Gayndah.
The next workshop will be held in Toowoomba (12 & 13 September).  There are still some places available for both day of the workshop, but will need to be booked by Friday this week. Full details of the workshops together with brochure and registration form are available on our website www.qldwater.com.au. Also included in the SLMP information on the web is information about the DLGP Funding Program and example applications. 
Please email Rob rfearon@qldwater.com.au or Heather hgold@qldwater.com.au or telephone QWD on 3252 4701 if you need further information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
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