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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Water Service Providers under the new Council Arrangements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The following is provided by the QWD as an initial summary of expected new and existing Water Service Providers under the new council arrangements. Further information on possible impacts on Councils in terms of provision of water services (e.g. statutory requirements under the Water Act and access to subsidies) is available on the Members section of the QWD website.
1. There are 33 new amalgamated Councils. Six of these are in South East Queensland (SEQ) where water service provision will not map directly to Council borders. This leaves 27 new Councils providing water services (see Table 1). Whether new Councils will be recognised as new (rather than existing) Water Service Providers (WSP) under the Water Act 2000 will depend on how they are created by the transition committees, and the policy of State government.
2. Of the new council WSPs, there are likely to be 7 Large and 20 medium WSPs (see Table 1). The exact breakdown will be determined by Natural Resources and Water during the transition period.
3. Within SEQ, there are six amalgamated and four continuing Councils that have either remained unchanged (Brisbane and Redland) or have suffered only ‘transfers’ of small areas (Gold Coast and Ipswich). However, the arrangements for all 10 SEQ Councils in delivering distribution and retail water services is still to be determined as part of the institutional water arrangements. The QWD supports a review of the proposed QWC model to create local government owned organisations coincident with new local government boundaries providing both retail and distribution services.
4. There are a total of 40 councils that have not been amalgamated, but four of these (including BCC) are in SEQ leaving 36 continuing Council Water Service Providers outside SEQ (Table 3). Of these WSPs, 7 are medium and the rest are small.
5. Of the small unchanged WSPs, 12 are unamalgamated Aboriginal Councils (Table 3). Three of the current 15 Aboriginal Council Water Service Providers (namely Injinoo, New Mapoon, Umagico) have been amalgamated into the Northern Peninsula Area Regional Council (see Table 1) along with two existing Island Councils (Bamaga and Seisia Councils) This will be a medium WSP.
The 15 remaining Island Councils have been amalgamated into the Torres Strait Island Regional Council which is likely to be a medium WSP (see Table 1). 

6. Table 1. New Councils that will provide water services (n=27) and their likely size (based on number of water connections).
	Name of new Amalgamated Council
	Likely WSP size

	Bundaberg Regional Council
	Large

	Cairns Regional Council
	Large

	Fraser Coast Regional Council
	Large

	Mackay Regional Council
	Large

	Rockhampton Regional Council
	Large

	Toowoomba Regional Council
	Large

	Townsville City Council
	Large

	Banana Shire Council
	Medium

	Barcaldine Regional Council
	Medium

	Blackall Regional Council
	Medium?

	Cassowary Coast Regional Council
	Medium

	Charters Towers Regional Council
	Medium

	Dalby Regional Council
	Medium

	Emerald Regional Council
	Medium

	Gladstone Regional Council
	Medium

	Goondiwindi Regional Council
	Medium

	Gympie Regional Council
	Medium

	Isaac Regional Council
	Medium

	Longreach Regional Council
	Medium

	North Burnett Regional Council
	Medium

	Roma Regional Council
	Medium

	South Burnett Regional Council
	Medium

	Southern Downs Regional Council
	Medium

	Tablelands Regional Council
	Medium

	Whitsunday Regional Council
	Medium

	Northern Peninsula Area Regional Councils
	Medium

	Torres Strait Island Regional Council
	Medium


Table 2: SEQ Councils - Water services to be provided through separate entities under institutional arrangements still being determined.
	Name of Amlagamated Council
	Likely WSP size

	New Amalgamations (n=6)

	Beaudesert Regional Council
	N/A

	Lockyer Valley Regional Council
	N/A

	Logan City Council
	N/A

	North Moreton Regional Council
	N/A

	Somerset Regional Council
	N/A

	Sunshine Coast Regional Council
	N/A

	Continuing Councils or minor area transfers (n=4)

	Brisbane City Council
	N/A

	Gold Coast City Council
	N/A

	Ipswich City Council
	N/A

	Redland City Council
	N/A


N/A – WSP size is not applicable because of new institutional arrangements proposed for SEQ. If councils still maintained water services all would be large WSPs except Beaudesert, Lockyer Valley, and Somerset Regional Councils (medium).
Table 3: Councils that have not been amalgamated (n=36).
	Name of Council with unchanged borders
	WSP size

	Shires and Mt Isa City Council

	Balonne Shire Council
	Medium

	Burdekin Shire Council
	Medium

	Cloncurry Shire Council
	Medium

	Hinchinbrook Shire Council
	Medium

	Mount Isa City Council
	Medium

	Murweh Shire Council
	Medium

	Torres Shire Council
	Medium

	Aurukun Shire Council
	Small

	Barcoo Shire Council
	Small

	Boulia Shire Council
	Small

	Bulloo Shire Council
	Small

	Burke Shire Council
	Small

	Carpentaria Shire Council
	Small

	Cook Shire Council
	Small

	Croydon Shire Council
	Small

	Diamantina Shire Council
	Small

	Etheridge Shire Council
	Small

	Flinders Shire Council
	Small

	McKinlay Shire Council
	Small

	Mornington Shire Council
	Small

	Paroo Shire Council
	Small

	Quilpie Shire Council
	Small

	Richmond Shire Council
	Small

	Winton Shire Council
	Small

	
	

	Aboriginal Councils

	Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Doomadgee Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Hope Vale Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Mapoon Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Pormpuraaw Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Wujal Wujal Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small

	Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council
	Small



