[image: image1.jpg]queensl| water plrectorate







Queensland Water Directorate       e-flash
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government (Issue # 23) 12 October 2007

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1.  Membership 
2.  Qldwater Website – Grants & Funding Opportunities Information 
3.  Biosolids Information Sheet 
4.  Initiative to Fluoridate Water Supplies Through Joint Planning and Procurement 
5.  Reminders and Updates
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. Membership
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank you again to all Councils who rejoined the Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) for this busy year for Local Government in general and for the water industry in particular. We also extend a warm welcome to our eight new member Councils some of which have not before been members. With 111 members, qldwater now represents around 90% of the Shire, Town and City Councils that provide water services in Queensland. A busy year is already underway with several manuals and factsheets being finalised and distributed over the next few months, a reinvigoration of training offerings and technical input impacts of reforms and the raft of legislative changes currently on the drawing Board. Please stay in touch and let us know how qldwater can assist in your water industry issues
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2.  Qldwater Website – Grants & Funding Opportunities
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our new website is expanding to include information on available funding and grants which could be useful to our members and to community organisations.  Current funding opportunities are now listed on our website www.qldwater.com.au under the “Funding Sources” category in the main menu (or click here).

Included on the website is information on WASP, BWEP & SCAP, with links on obtaining further details, together with other grants which are available to large community water users eg. sporting clubs etc. Councils may like to take the opportunity to encourage their large water users to apply for funding which can be sought for up to100% of the costs of eligible activities. Information is also available on the Home WaterWise Rebate Scheme and Waterfund Community Grants.

We hope to build on this listing, and welcome any suggestions on available grants and funding which you may be aware of that we haven’t included.  Any information can be emailed to Heather at hgold@qldwater.com.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3.  Biosolids Information Sheet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The term ‘Biosolids’ originated in the early 1990s when the Water Environment Federation (WEF) was looking for a way to describe treated sewage sludge for use in agriculture. ‘Biosolids’ was chosen from 300 responses and is an abbreviation of biological processing of wastewater solids. The WEF formally recognised the term in 1991 and it is commonly used around the world.

Biosolids are a natural, highly beneficial and renewable resource. They contain organic material (carbon) and nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus, as well as various trace elements essential for plant health and growth. These characteristics make biosolids a viable alternative or complement for chemical fertilisers.

Our new Biosolids Information Sheet for Queensland has been approved by the EPA and is available on the member’s area of our website under Water Issues.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4. Initiative to Fluoridate Water Supplies through Joint Planning and   Procurement

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Under the Queensland Fluoridation Assistance Program, the Department of Local Government, Planning, Sport and Recreation has provided $6 million in funding for communities planning to fluoridate their water supplies. Communities with operating water treatment plants or a population of more than 5000 are eligible for up to 100 percent subsidy for planning, design and capital costs associated with fluoridating their water supplies.

LG Infrastructure Services (LGIS), in conjunction with the Local Government Association of Queensland and Queensland Water Directorate, has identified an opportunity for councils to maximise benefits from this funding through joint planning and procurement. By participating in a joint planning and procurement initiative councils would gain the following benefits:

· aggregated subsidy for planning, design and capital costs to achieve little or no cost to councils

· opportunities to aggregate construction at a regional or state-wide scale

· lower planning and design costs through process standardisation 

· lower procurement costs for the construction phase

· lower construction costs through standardised equipment

· opportunities to aggregate chemical supply contracts, and

· opportunities to standardise and aggregate operations and maintenance contracts.

The main aim of the joint planning and procurement initiative is to assist councils at every stage in the project lifecycle by improving procurement efficiency. As the available funding pool is limited, councils are encouraged to register their interest in this initiative as soon as possible by contacting Mark Girard at LGIS on (07) 3842 4760 or email: mgirard@lgis.com.au. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5. Reminders and Updates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
· The final version of the Queensland Plumbing and Waste Water Code is on the DLGP website and final comments need to be submitted next week. 

· If you are part of an amalgamating Council and need to update your TMP in order to apply for a subsidy, a completely new TMP may not be required (contact your local NRW office or ring Rob on 3252 4701. 

· New legislation is proposed to create a framework for the use of recycled water. Details are not yet available but it is likely the framework will reflect the current Recycled Water Guidelines. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
